REVIEWS OF BOOKS, 


Handbuch der Chirurgischen Technik, bei Operationen und 
Verbanden. Von Dr. Albert R. von Mosetig-Moorhof. Ers- 
ter Band. Allegemeine Chirurgie: Dritte verbesserte und verm- 
ehrte Auflage. Leipzig und Wien; Franz Deutick; 1890. New 
York, G. E. Stechert. 

Manual of Surgical Technique in Regard to Operations and 
Dressings. 

The third editio n of this practical surgery appears in two volumes, 
the first of which, dealing with elementary operative procedures, and 
operations upon the various anatomical tissues, systematically consid¬ 
ered, has just come to us from the press. The object of the book is to 
offer practical advice to the practicing physician, and be a teacher and 
guide to the student, whose theoretical knowledge as regards opera¬ 
tive measures, is greater than his technical ability. 

The first volume contains a chapter on anaesthesia and narcosis; 
then follows an exposition of the methods of treating wounds. 

Preparation for operations, haemostasis, sutures, division of tissues, 
removal of substances, artificial destruction of tissue and general ele¬ 
mentary operative procedures are next considered. Then operations 
on the skin, the muscles and their tendons, the blood vessels, the 
nerves, the bones and joints are discussed; and, finally, all kinds of 
dressings and their application are treated of in detail. 

In a word, the book, as far as the first volume is concerned, repre¬ 
sents a complete minor surgery considered from an objective point of 
view. For the illustrious author has everywhere kept his personal 
views in the background. 

The book is well gotten up, in large octavo form, and contains some 
430 pages and many handsome wood-cuts, representing mostly instru¬ 
ments and bandages. 

The descriptions of the various methods of operating and applying 
dressings are quite concise, embodying the generally accepted views 
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of the best surgical systems, and giving the European literature of the 
subjects. Two indices, one of authors, the other of subjects, make 
reference to the pages of the book easy. 

Die Krankheiten der Harnblase. Von Prof. Dr. R. Ultzmann. 

Deutsche Chirurgie. Lief. 52. Stuttgart, Ferd. Enke. 1890. New 

York. G. E. Stechert. 

T he Diseases of the Urinary Bladder. 

This volume, uniform with the others of Billroth and Luecke’s se¬ 
ries of “ German Surgery,” and illustrated by 182 wood-cuts, is com¬ 
pleted and edited by Dr. Moritz Schustler, of Vienna, and forms a 
most valuable work of reference on the subject of vesical diseases. 

After a short sketch of the anatomy and physiology of the bladder, 
and a more lengthy consideration of the condition of the urine in dis- 
e ases of the bladder, the author details the methods of examining the 
organ, and then discusses the malformations, wounds and injuries and 
urinary fistulas, hernise, the disorders of nutrition, including cystitis, 
calculi and foreign bodies, parasites and neoplasms of the bladder, and 
concluding with the neuroses. 

The literature of the subjects is everywhere alluded to, special at¬ 
tention being given to the history of each, and the book presents a 
comparatively concise and clear expose of the best current views on 
the lesions treated of. . 

Lehrbuch der Chirurgie und Operationslehre. Vorlesungen von 

Dr. Edward Albert. Vierte, umgearbeitete Auflage. Wien und 

Leipzig, Urban und Schwarzenberg, 1890. New York. G. E. 

Stechert. 

Text-Book on Surgery and Operative Technique. 

The first volume of the fourth edition of this popular book is now 
before us, treating of the surgical diseases of the head and neck, and 
appearing in a much improved form. A large number of new illustra¬ 
tions accompany the text, and the older ones are newly cut. 

The chapters on anaesthesia, haemostatics and the treatment of 
wounds are omitted, as not belonging to special surgery, which the 
work treats of. 

Glancing through the book, we notice that all the more recent ad- 
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vances of late years have been incorporated in the text, without, how¬ 
ever, interfering with a certain conservatism of the author’s, very prop¬ 
erly compatible with the eminence he enjoys as a teacher. These ad¬ 
vances are specially noticeable in such chapters as that o n brain sur¬ 
gery and thyroidectomy. 

There has been much material added in the way of short histories 
of recent cases observed by the author, and illustrations of specimens 
from the Vienna pathological museum, contributed by Prof. Kundrat, 
which adds so much to the perspicuity and attractiveness of the 
author’s style in treating the various subjects, that it is indeed difficult 
to lay the book down after one has commenced a chapter. 

The book is handsomely gotten up by the publishers. 



